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Origination of the 

State Strategies 

 Cabinet Committee on State Planning Issues - 1994

 Responsibilities from Del Code, §9101, Title 29:

 “The Committee shall consider matters relating to the orderly 

growth and development of the State, including, but not limited 

to:” recommendations for the most desirable general pattern of 

land use

 Instructed the Office of State Planning Coordination 

to develop the Strategies for State Policies and 

Spending to guide decisions.



Delaware Code Requirement

 Today the State Strategies is required by Delaware Code

 Title 29, Chapter 91, Section 9101 (c) (5):

. . . The Committee shall consider matters relating to the orderly growth and 
development of the State, including, but not limited to:

Preparing the Strategies for State Policies and Spending document and maps, 
which shall serve as the primary policy guide that summarizes the State's land use 
goals, policies and strategies and directs State spending into investment levels that 
support the most efficient use of State resources, be they physical, fiscal, or natural, 
except that county and municipal governments shall retain their existing autonomy 
with respect to the land use designations set forth in their proposed and/or 
adopted comprehensive plans. The Strategies for State Policies and Spending shall 
be updated at least every five years, provided that the Governor may extend the 
deadline at his or her discretion.



Strategies Purpose

 To coordinate land use decision-making with the 

provision of infrastructure and services

 Why Coordinate:  

Land use decisions are a local responsibility

The provision of infrastructure and services is a State 

responsibility

 If the above aren’t coordinated, then waste and 

inefficiency can occur



How We Use Strategies Maps

 Preliminary Land Use Service (PLUS) Reviews

 Capital Expenditures

 Determine how and where State spends money 
for everything from infrastructure to preservation



Why Update?

 Required by Delaware Code:  Title 29, Chapter 91, 

Section 9101 (c) (5)

 To reflect current local certified comprehensive plans

 To use current data and technical tools

 Add new data, programs and policies

 And reevaluate and refine state policies



Data used to make maps include:

 School Sites

 Social Service Centers

 Police/Fire/EMS Facilities

 Corridor Capacity Preservation Areas, TIDs

 Agricultural and Forestry Layers

 Green Infrastructure, Delaware Ecological Network

 Water and Sewer Data

 Municipal and County Comprehensive Plans

 Multimodal Transportation Layers, Transit Routes















Components:

 Urban/Urbanizing Growth (Levels 1, 2, & 3)

 Preservation and Rural (Level 4 [white areas])

 “Out of Play” (Grey areas)



Existing 2020 

Strategies

Previous 2015 Strategies



Our update process

 Data collection

 Consult with state agencies, MPOs, counties, local 
governments

 GIS – apply appropriate map overlays,  including 
certified comprehensive plan maps

 Public Workshops

 Review of draft document and maps

 Approval by the Cabinet Committee and the 
Governor



State Strategies Timeline*

 Now – Dec 2024: Data collection and analysis

 Now – Dec 2024 : Stakeholder outreach

 Dec 2024 – Apr 2025: Strategies maps and documentation, and local 
government coordination

 May 2025: Strategies draft released for CCSPI and public review

 July 2025: Adopted by CCSPI, Governor’s Executive Order

*Subject to change



Final Thoughts on State Strategies

 These maps are not parcel based.

 You must check with local government for information 

about use and development of specific parcels

 Even in growth-oriented Investment Levels, not all parcels 

can or should be developed.  Again, check with local 

government

 Circumstances may exist, on a case-by-case basis, where 

State and other investments may be warranted to address 

unforeseen circumstances involving public health, safety or 

welfare.



2024 Annual Report

on State Planning Issues



2024 Annual 

Report

 Development Trends (2023 data)

 Residential

 Applications – 7,049 units

 Permits – 7,149 units

 Non-Residential

 Applications – 7,057,811 sq. ft.

 Permits – 4,775,372 sq. ft.

 Development Trends Dashboard

 https://devtrends.stateplanning.delaware.gov/ 

https://devtrends.stateplanning.delaware.gov/


 Development Trends

Key Findings

Development in Sussex County is Not Slowing

 Level 4 Development is Unsustainable

More Housing Options are Needed

Warehousing and Logistics Growth Continues

2024 Annual Report



 Development in Sussex County is Not Slowing

 In 2023, Sussex accounted for 61% of total residential

2024 Annual Report



 Level 4 development is unsustainable

2019 – 2023, Sussex accounts for 86% of Level 4 development

2024 Annual Report



 More housing 

options are 

needed

 DSHA Housing Needs 

Assessment forecasts 

units needed by 2030

 Denser and multi-family 

development are more 

efficient means to 

meeting that demand

2024 Annual 

Report



 Warehousing and Logistics Growth Continues

 In 2023, of top 3 non-residential in each county, 6 are warehousing

New Castle County

 521,477 sq. ft.

 358,317 sq. ft.

Kent County

 111,700 sq. ft. (self-storage facility)

 42,400 sq. ft.

Sussex County

 103,150 sq. ft. (self-storage facility)

 82,500 sq. ft.

2024 Annual Report



 Debut of Investments Dashboard

 Reinvents the fiscal appendix from previous years

 An interactive format with pdf download capability







 Demographics

Median home values continue to out 

pace the median household income.

 Sussex County has the highest 
percentage population 65 years or older.

 28% of population is over 60 years old

 Land-Use Coordination

 97 PLUS applications reviewed

 21 annexations totaling 644 acres

 8 jurisdictions noted that comp plan 
amendments may be needed

2024 Annual Report



Preliminary Land Use Service (PLUS)
Slide corrected by OSPC 11/20/2024

Projects Required to be Reviewed

• Residential Subdivisions over 50 units

•  Non-residential projects over 50,000 square feet
 
• Rezonings not in compliance with the Certified Plan
 Comprehensive Plans

• Any project or ordinance referred to PLUS by a local 
jurisdiction or developer

• Refer to Sussex PLUS MOU at PLUS MOU | Preliminary 
Land Use Service (PLUS)

https://plus.stateplanning.delaware.gov/pages/plus-mou
https://plus.stateplanning.delaware.gov/pages/plus-mou


PLUS Procedures

• Developer/Owner responsible for completing process prior 

to submission to local jurisdiction

• Applications due first of the month

• Meeting held 4th Wednesday

• Written comments submitted to applicant and local 

jurisdiction within 20 working days of meeting.  Also added to 

the PLUS website - Plus.stateplanning.Delaware.gov
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